PALLAVAS

the sovereignty of the Chalukyas over the Dakkan in that quarter, the
Rashtrakutas inherited their family enmity with the Pallavas; and, during their
supremacy for nearly two -centuries and a quarter in succession to the
Chalukyas, constant conflicts arose between .the two, so much as to weaken
both and ultimately destory the Rashtrakuta power, thereby affording an
opportunity for the establishment of the second or the revived Western
Chalukya dynasty of Kalyani under Tailapa II in 973 A.C.

The Rashtrakutas early began their inroads into the Pallava kingdom
and Govinda III levied tribute from Dantivarman, the son and successor of
Nandivarman Pallavamalla. At this time, the Pandyas were growing in
strength and Varaguna-Pandya overran the Chola country up to very near the
Pallava capital and prepared to march upon KanchL Notwithstanding these
reverses, Dantivarman continued to rule his empire for half a century and
more till about 830 A.C., and maintain his power in the northern half of his
empire, with suzerainty over the Bana king Vijayaditya.

His successors retrieved the fortunes of the family by defeating the
Pandyas in several battles, capturing their capital Madura, and re-establishing
their sway over the southern province. The Muttaraiyars, like the Banas,
were forced to acknowledge the Pallava supremacy.

The crisis for the Pallava rule came in the reign of Aparajita, the
last Pallava sovereign. Early in his reign he had encountered the Pandya
king Varaguna at Snpurambiya and defeated him with the help of the Western
Ganga Pyithvipati I, who was however slain in battle. But the fortune that
attended Aparajita in his victory over the Pandyas deserted him in his fight
against the Chola king Aditya I who, in alliance with the Chera ruler Sthanuravi,
defeated him and took possession of the Pallava throne about 900 A.C.

Thus with Aparajita the dynasty of the Great Pallavas, established
by Simhavlshnu at the end of the 6fch century, which, though beset on all sides
with inveterate foes, had endeavoured to preserve its power and authority in
the south for a period of 300 years in spite of occasional reverses, became
extinct in 900 A.C., yielding place to the rising Cholas of the Vijayalaya line
under Aditya I. Certain Pallava chiefs, however, continued to rule over petty
principalities down to the i7fch century, as Chola and* Vijayanagara subordi-
nates, and claim apparent independence for a while. But a Pallava dynasty
and Pallava rule became things of the past and there Was no revival of them.

The age of the Great Pallavas was the time when great deeds were
wrought. It was the glorious period in the Pallava history. The earliest
Pallava viceroy had cleared the Dandak^ranya with a view to turn it into
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